
Safety Message of the Day for IMEA Members

OSHA Standards Safety Message
1910.269 App B - Working on Exposed Energized Parts

II. General

A. Definitions. The following definitions from § 1910.269(x) relate to work on or near electric power generation,
transmission, and distribution lines and equipment and the electrical hazards they present.

Exposed. . . . Not isolated or guarded.

Guarded. Covered, fenced, enclosed, or otherwise protected, by means of suitable covers or casings, barrier rails 
or screens, mats, or platforms, designed to minimize the possibility, under normal conditions, of dangerous 
approach or inadvertent contact by persons or objects.

Note to the definition of "guarded":
Wires that are insulated, but not otherwise protected, are not guarded.

Insulated. Separated from other conducting surfaces by a dielectric (including air space) offering a high resistance 
to the passage of current.

Note to the definition of "insulated":
When any object is said to be insulated, it is understood to be insulated for the conditions to which it normally is 
subjected. Otherwise, it is, for the purpose of this section, uninsulated.

Isolated. Not readily accessible to persons unless special means for access are used.




