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GUIDE TO IMEA SERVICES 

VISION : MISSION : VALUES

The Indiana Municipal Electric Association 

(IMEA) is a service organization formed over 

80 years ago. IMEA is a forum for municipal 

utilities all across Indiana to pool resources 

for effective representation and continuing 

education, both of which are vital for survival 

in a dynamic industry.

“We (IMEA) are a non-for-profit organization 

functioning as the statewide service 

association representing the issues and 

concerns of municipally owned and operated 

electric utilities. We provide value to your 

ability to meet your municipal utility needs 

toward your associates and/or customers. 

We are committed to providing the latest 

training in all facets of safety as well as 

keeping you abreast of cutting-edge 

technology and resources including 

leadership development, certified 

Journeyman / Apprentice training directed 

toward continuous improvement and 

exceeding way beyond our Members’ 

expectations. We have a Board of Directors 

comprised of the municipalities’ own 

members that are committed to growing the 

membership and service to our association. 

“We invite you to be a part of this governance 

and we are committed to the advancement 

and protection of municipally-owned electric 

utilities believing the local municipalities and 

their citizens have the right to keep control 

and provide services that meet their own 

needs.”
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IMEA Collaborates with Ice Miller LLP for 

Legal Services

The Indiana Municipal Electric Association is excited 

to announce a collaboration with Ice Miller LLP to 

provide legislative services to our members. 

Built on a 100+ year foundation of legal service, Ice 

Miller LLP is committed to helping its clients stay 

ahead of a changing world. Ice Miller provides full-

service representation to a broad range of utilities. Ice 

Miller’s practice includes representation of such 

entities before state and federal regulatory authorities 

such as the Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission 

(“IURC”). With the experience available through other 

areas of the Firm, Ice Miller also is able to assist 

clients with related services, such as representation 

with respect to state and federal environmental 

matters; mergers and acquisitions; financings; land 

rights and real estate matters; commercial contracts; 

labor and employee benefits; and legislative 

affairs. When it comes to the day-to-day business of 

running their business, Ice Miller can assist clients 

with review and evaluation of operating agreements, 

contracts and other due diligence.

Ice Miller also works closely with utility clients to 

provide guidance on strategic political issues. Our 

team can assess and evaluate the level of community 

support for a project, then provide recommendations 

on action steps needed. Ice Miller also works within 

the community to develop grassroots coalitions. Within 

the halls of government, we help our utility clients 

lobby legislative and executive officials. 

IMEA Legislative Team

Duane Richardson

Executive Director

765-366-5506

duane@imea.com

Legislative Committee

Lenny Larson

President

219-866-6965

line@cityofrensselaerin.com

Bob Dunderman

Past President

574-297-4775

rdunderman@logansportutiliies.com

Shawn Lickey

Columbia City Superintendent

260-248-5117

slickey@columbiacity.net

Jeff Greeno

Vice President

765-891-1642

jgreeno@lebanon-utilities.com

Paul Syverson

Director

765-623-0035

psyverson@cityofanderson.com

The Ice Miller Team working with IMEA includes Steven 

Krohne, Sebastian Smelko and Michael Cracraft.  Steven 

and Michael have represented gas, electric, steam, water 

and wastewater utilities in a variety of matters, including 

requests for regulatory approvals before the IURC, 

appellate matters and transactional matters.  Sebastian 

has a varied government relations practice that combines 

public affairs advocacy, traditional legal skills and strategic 

policy and political guidance and has worked with electric 

and water utilities to develop policy.  

Steven Krohne

Partner

317-236-2294

Steven.krohne@icemiller.com

Sebastian Smelko

Partner

317-236-5819

Sebastian.smelko@icemiller.com

Michael Cracraft

Senior Counsel

317-236-2293

Michael.cracraft@icemiller.com
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2021 IMEA Board of Directors

.

One Voice
Providing a unified voice for 
the members concerning 

state issues.

2021 President
Lenny Larson

Interim Manager 
of Operations, 
Rensselaer 
Electric Utility
Rensselaer, IN

Jeff Greeno

Operations 
Manager, 
Lebanon Utilities
Lebanon, IN.

2021 Vice 
President

2021 Past 
President

Bob Dunderman

Distribution 
Manager,
Logansport 
Municipal 
Utilities
Logansport, IN 

Bill Ley

2021 Secretary/  
Treasurer

Town Manager, 
Town of Avilla
Avilla, IN

Collaboration
Facilitating collaboration 
among member systems.

Ideas
Promoting the exchange of 
ideals and experiences.

Superintendent, 
Scottsburg Municipal 
Electric Utility
Scottsburg, IN

Jim Binkley

Paul Syverson

Operations, 
Anderson Municipal 
Light & Power
Anderson, IN

Randy Ennis
Superintendent, 
Washington Electric 
Light & Power
Washington, IN

Brian Chapman

Lead Lineman, Gas 
City Municipal 
Utility
Gas City, IN

Jeff Persyn
Electric Division 
Metering 
Manager, 
Mishawaka 
Utilities
Mishawaka, IN

DirectorsOfficers

Bob Dunderman
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Anderson
Argos
Auburn
Avilla
Bainbridge
Bluffton
Bremen
Brooklyn
Brookston
Centerville
Chalmers
Coatesville
Columbia City
Covington
Darlington
Dublin
Edinburgh
Etna Green
Ferdinand
Flora
Frankfort
Garrett
Gas City
Greendale
Hagerstown
Huntingburg
Jamestown

Kingsford Heights
Ladoga
Lawrenceburg
Lebanon
Linton
Logansport
Middletown
Mishawaka
Montezuma
New Carlisle
New Ross
Pendleton
Pittsboro
Rensselaer
Rising Sun
Rockville
Scottsburg
South Whitley
Thorntown
Tipton
Walkerton
Warren
Washington
Waynetown
Williamsport
Winimac

IMEA MEMBER 

COMMUNITIES

The IMEA has operated as the statewide service association representing the issues and 

concerns of municipally owned and operated electric utilities while promoting the benefits of 

public power since 1941. IMEA serves the unified interests of Indiana's 72 public power 

communities as well as a forum for electric utilities to pool resources for effective leadership, 

representation, advocacy, education, training and protection.
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Benefits of Municipal Utilities
Indiana is home to municipal utilities of many 

shapes and sizes. Indiana is one of 49 states with 

public power systems. Public Power has close to a 

125-year tradition of service in Indiana. Of the 

state’s 568 municipalities, 72 own and/or operate 

their electric utility. The majority of Indiana’s public 

power systems have celebrated their 

centennial. More than 500,000 Hoosiers own, 

control and are serviced by their municipal electric 

utility.

There are over 2,000 public power communities 

across the nation. One out of seven Americans 

are served by a public power community. Public 

power utilities are public service institutions whose 

primary focus is to serve their customers. Their 

common purpose is to provide reliable and safe 

not-for-provide electricity at a reasonable price 

while protecting the environment. The hallmark of 

public power is local control where citizens have a 

direct and powerful voice in utility decisions and 

policies.

Indiana has a long history of municipal utility 

operation. When private business would not or 

could not serve the utility needs of its citizens, city 

governments stepped up to provide essential utility 

needs – electric, gas, water, wastewater, 

stormwater and telecommunication services. 

These community-owned utilities are municipal by 

choice. 

The benefits of municipal utility ownership are 

numerous. From small, rural towns to large cities, 

municipal utilities are the culture of that particular 

American vision of local communities working together 

to meet the needs of their local citizens.

Community Ownership

A municipal utility is owned by the city or town it serves. 

It exists to provide a public service to the citizens, 

businesses and industries of the community. Service, 

not profit, is the utility’s mission / priority goal.

Community Values

Decisions about the operation of a municipal utility are 

made locally,  by members of the community, at open, 

public meetings. Because all decisions are made 

locally, a municipal utility is uniquely able to respond to 

the community’s needs, build on the community’s 

strengths, and reflect and advance the community’s 

values.
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IMEA Safety, Education & 

Training Programs and Services

Now into the first quarter of 2021, we would like to thank 

you for your continued focus on safety, working safely 

and ensuring a safe working environment.  We continue 

to encourage you to invest in your employees and 

workplace through safety education programs through 

the Indiana Municipal Electric Association (IMEA).

Customizable Training is now available 

through IMEA

Employee training is essential for an organization’s 

success. Determining your training needs is the first and 

most critical step in creating a training plan for any 

organization. IMEA can conduct a needs analysis by 

researching and identifying training needs throughout 

your organization; then, create a relevant and 

customized training plan for your organization.

The importance of training your employees – both new 

and experienced - cannot be over emphasized. One of 

the most effective ways of avoiding the same fate is by 

having a well-trained workforce.

For 80 years, IMEA has been bringing its members 

countless safety workshops and custom-designed 

programs while certifying thousands of people with their 

message of safety first and safe work practices. A point 

of pride for the IMEA is our Lineman Apprentice 

Progression Program (LAPP) which combines 

classroom, self-study,  and  real-time, hands-on field 

experience along with on-the-job training. Through the 

IMEA, municipal communities have access to highly 

trained, knowledgeable safety specialists to conduct 

interactive and hands-on programs on site and at 

locations around the state. Our safety and training team 

brings members nearly a century of combined 

knowledge and experience in the industry and are 

available to assist you with questions, concerns or help 

24/7. 

(Continued, Page 11)

IMEA Executive Director, Duane Richardson 

(Transformer Theory and Connections Workshop)
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(Continued from Page 9)

We often partner with affiliates and associate members 

to bring you the very latest in information and the best 

education to benefit the apprentice to the most 

seasoned lineworker and everyone else in between.

With an ever-changing, multifaceted and complex 

industry such as ours, our mission is to keep safety a 

priority and at the forefront of your day-to-day 

operations.  We know that information, education, and 

ongoing training are the keys to ensuring all those who 

work with and around electricity stay safe.  Our goal is 

to help you provide the safest possible work 

environment on and off the field, operate with the 

standards set forth through OSHA guidelines, APPA’s 

Safety Manual and industry standards .

For those of you who participate in our programs, we 

thank you for your ongoing commitment and the 

opportunity to serve you.  For those who may not 

currently be participating, we encourage you to take a 

closer look what we can offer your utility and its 

employees.

We are very proud of the value and caliber of our 

safety & training programs and their role in our 

member communities.  Thank you for your 

commitment and investment in safety awareness, 

education and training.

IMEA Safety, Education & 

Training Programs and Services

IMEA Member Services & Resources

•Education & Networking

•Safety & Training

•Legislative, Regulatory, and Limited Legal 

Assistance

•Mutual Aid

•DOL Journeyman Lineworker Apprentice 

Program

•Annual Business Meeting & Vendor Expo

•Educational Scholarships

•Joint Programs & Committees

•Public Relations

•Public Power Promotions

•Rate Services and Intervention

•News Publications

•Operation & Management

•Member Directory

•Website

We Value You. Our Members
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Disaster Response & Mutual Aid

Public Power Utilities are committed to protecting the 

people working for them and to ensuring energy operations 

and infrastructure are supported throughout an emergency. 

Similar to other first responders that combine forces to 

assist communities in times of need, utilities come together 

to restore services and keep the public safe. IMEA has 

directed inter and intra state mutual aid efforts for over five 

decades. 

Every emergency brins new challenges; the IMEA mutual 

aid program provides that critical point of contact for utilities 

to obtain emergency service in the form of personnel, 

equipment and materials. Our goal is to always ensure a 

SAFE, organized and expeditious response to every 

request for assistance. 

Whenever there’s a request and a response for assistance 

we review and evaluate the processes to see if there’s 

something we can improve. The need for formalized mutual 

aid protocols has always existed but really  became 

apparent when Superstorm Sandy caused widespread 

damage to the Northeast. In 2013 a national Mutual Aid 

Working Group was formed to establish a national network 

for public power utilities. 

We work closely with APPA (American Public Power 

Association) and the ESCC (Electricity Subsector 

Coordinating Council) at the national level and serve as the 

primary Mutual Aid Coordinators for Indiana Public Power. 

STATEWIDE COORDINATOR

Duane Richardson

Phone: 765-366-5506

Email: duane@imea.com

NORTHERN INDIANA

Bob Dunderman - Logansport

Office: 574–753-6231

Cell: 574-297-4775

Email: bob_dunderman@comcast.net

SOUTHERN INDIANA

Willie Daniels - Scottsburg

Office: 812-752-3199

Cell: 812-595-0685

Email: willie.daniels80@yahoo.com

IMEA Mutual Aid Contacts
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A TRADITIONAL RECIPE FOR OUR MUNICIPAL FAMILIES! 

Whether you're cooking 

for Easter, Christmas, Thanksgiving, or just a Saturday 

night family meal, you can make your main dish—

that classic holiday ham—right in your slow cooker! This 

leaves plenty of room in your oven for sides. 

INGREDIENTS

1 c. packed brown sugar

1/3 c. honey

1 c. apple cider

1/4 c. Dijon mustard

1/2 tsp. smoked paprika

1/2 tsp. garlic powder

Kosher salt

Freshly ground black pepper

1 (4-6 lb.) spiral cut ham

1.Combine sugar, honey, cider, mustard, paprika and 

garlic powder in a medium sauce pan and season with 

salt and pepper. Whisk ingredients together and bring to 

a simmer. Cook until reduced slightly, about 5-7 minutes.

2.Place ham in slow cooker and separate slices slightly. 

Pour glaze over ham and place lid on slow cooker. 

Basting every hour, cook on low for 4-6 hours depending 

on size of the ham. Serve with the glaze on the side.
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Dave Davlin
Keynote Speaker

THE POWER  OF 
LEADERSHIP DURING AND 
AFTER A CRISIS
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Power and people: How utilities can 
adapt to the next normal

Dave Davlin
Keynote Speaker

Erick Rheam
Keynote Speaker

“THE GAME-WINNING 3” –
MAKING IT COUNT … IN 
BUSINESS AND IN LIFE

THE POWER  OF 
LEADERSHIP 
DURING AND 
AFTER A CRISIS




