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The History of Auburn: Auburn Electric 

Department

Proudly known as the “Home of the Classics” for 

their pioneering role in the early automotive 

industry, Auburn continues to make a name for 

themselves.

Creating a progressive community has 

guided Auburn from its earliest days.

Founders Wesley Park and John Badlam Howe 

established the city along Cedar Creek at the 

intersection of two major trails – creating the 

beginnings of an infrastructure that promotes 

growth and advancement. While dirt trails and 

the Pony Express have been exchanged for 

major highways and fiber optics, that same 

mission guides them today.

Founders Wesley Park and John 

One of the most attractive aspects of the City 

of Auburn is the community spirit that is felt 

by residents and businesses alike.

There’s a reason why so many residence choose 

to live, work and play there. The Community of

Auburn thinks you’ll see that when you walk 

their scenic streets…visit local retail and 

restaurant establishments… take in city parks… 

and attend cultural and community events. 

Plainly put, it doesn’t take long to realize Auburn 
is a special place.

Utility Safety Practices

People and Places Insider

As a municipal utility provider, Auburn Utility is 

committed to delivering responsive, reliable 

service.

The City of Auburn manages water, sewer, electric and 

refuse/recycling services all together, giving you both 

convenience and cost-savings—one contact, one bill 

and one provider. 

Auburn Electric powers the community through 

efficient operations that ensure the utility is not 

only ready to respond to issues, but proactively 

preventing them as well.

The utility is continuously focused on safety, people, 

customer service and system health—all with the 

mission of delivering reliable quality power.

http://www.imea.com/aws/IMEA/pt/sp/home-page


2021 IMEA Scholarship 

Opportunities:  Learn More
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Auburn Utilities Current Projects

The City of Auburn and Auburn Electric 

Utilities have a few new projects underway. 

Beginning with a new 3 phase overhead 

line to complete a loop to the Auburn 

Community new Astral Senior Living 

Complex with 304 rooms west of the 

interstate. Also completed, was a new 

installation to an underground 

infrastructure along with fiber optic that 

was provided to (21 lots) of residential 

property. The Auburn Utility had Wood 

Poles inspected for their entire system and

found 310 rejects with replacing 280 poles, 

over 90 % pole replacement. Kudos to 

Auburn for completing all work by the 

Utility alone! Job well done!

Thank you to our Featured 

Associate Member for March!

BROWNWOOD PRESERVING 

CO., INC

WWW.BWPOLE.COM

Congratulations to Jim Schrader 16 

Years of Dedicated Service to the 

City of Mishawaka & Mishawaka 

Utilities!

Jim Schrader recently retired from the City of 

Mishawaka and Mishawaka Utilities. Jim’s career 

with the utility began in October of 2005 hiring 

in as Mishawaka’s General Manager. 

Considering a career span of 16 years it’s 

impossible to acknowledge all that Jim has 

accomplished. He shares of his extraordinary 

staff and all that they have built on in the years 

past to present. Mishawaka, provides electric 

service to the residents and commercial 

buildings in Mishawaka with over 27,000 

residential meters. 

At Brown, we focus exclusively 
on pressure-treated poles, and 
handle everything from timber 
selection through pole delivery 
right to the customer’s yard or 
installation site. This singular 
focus — the manufacture and 
delivery of superior utility poles, 
where you need them, when you 
need them — begins with our 
personnel, dedicated 
professionals who continue to 
build on a proud company history 
of continuous improvement of 
product and service.

A few notable projects Jim helped lead in were the 

implementation of the new AMR Systems for 3,000 residential  

and 4 to 5,000 of commercial and industrial sites. Jim also helped 

establish the new Wolverine Power agreement for power supply 

with the lowest cost rates of the Country. His experience and 

dedication will be missed by all. 

The IMEA Board & Staff would like to thank Jim for his 

outstanding leadership and dedication to Mishawaka Utility and 

the City of Mishawaka. We hope you look forward to spending 

time with grandbabies, family and enjoy traveling as you’ve 

shared with each of us.

https://associationdatabase.com/aws/IMEA/pt/sp/scholarships
http://www.imea.com/aws/IMEA/pt/sp/home-page


2020 Member Directory Events Safety & Training Workshops

EVENT CALENDAR

September 20 - 24, 2021
IMEA 612 Intermediate Construction and Maintenance Workshop
Class # 093019
Mid-America Science Park (Scottsburg, IN.)

Register Today! www.imea.com / workshops

April 5-9, 2021
IMEA 612 Intermediate Construction and Maintenance Workshop
Class # 031819
Mid-America Science Park (Scottsburg, IN.)

Register Today! www.imea.com / workshops

April 19-30, 2021
IMEA 610 Wood Pole Climbing Workshop
Class # 041921
Lebanon Utilities

Register Today! www.imea.com / workshops

June 9-11, 2021
IMEA Top Out Exam
Class # 032717 / 092517
Mid-America Science Park (Scottsburg, IN.)

Register Today! www.imea.com / workshops

August 30 – September 3, 2021
IMEA 613 Advanced Construction and Maintenance Workshop
Class # 100118
Mid-America Science Park (Scottsburg, IN.

Register Today! www.imea.com / workshops

Jobs in
Public  
Power

Public power is more to  
communities than just an  
essential utility. It is a 
source  of unique and 
fulfilling career  
opportunities in your local  
community. Employees  
make a difference by
serving  their own 
neighborhoods  and 
families. Talented high  
school, college and 
technical  college 
graduates—and  even 
technology,  environmental 
and public  service 
professionals—will  find that 
competitive salaries  aren’t 
the only thing
attractive about careers 
in  public power.

To post a classified ad to our Jobs

in  Public Power page, please email  

text to janel@imea.com.

Do you have important news or  

photos that you would like to share  

in our bi-weekly newsletters?

Please email all news and photos to

janel@imea.com

INDIANA MUNICIPAL ELECTRIC  

ASSOCIATION

176 W. LOGAN ST. #225

NOBLESVILLE, IN. 46060

765.366.5506 | imeainfo@imea.com
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REGISTRATION COMING IN MAY!

https://associationdatabase.com/aws/IMEA/asset_manager/get_file/558242?ver=0
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